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implies also that his Master was compassionate,
beneficent, kind, and always doing good. Hence
he had no charge to make when he received the
price of his treason; nor when he returned it, had
he to recall any accusation, or to unsay any dis-
paraging word. He simply confessed himself a
vile traitor, and hastened to extinguish his own
guilty life before the " innocent blood " should be
shed.

The leading inquiry, therefore, must now relate
to Judas himself. Was he a wise man or a fool?
Was he or was he not competent to form a just
opinion of Christ and his designs, so far as he
knew them? Unless we can be assured on this
point his testimony is of little worth. Happily
we have not the least difficulty hero, for although
Christ chose his apostles from the lower walks of
life, he took care that they should be men of
sound minds and good sense. The most deter-
mined of our opponents have conceded this, in
their impeachment of the apostles on the score of
artfulness and natural shrewdness, altogether in-
compatible with imbecility of mind iind adapt-
edness to their business as remarkably successful
impostors. That Judas was one of their number
is therefore a strong presumption in favor of his
intellectual and executive ability; but to this
must be added the fact that Christ raised him to
a post of trust by making him treasurer for the
whole, a fact indicative of his special fitness so far
as the qualities of sound sense and aptness for
business are concerned; and if we may build
upon the opinions of his fellows, he seems to have